


The Boll Weevil

In 1892 a great deal of 
attention both national and 
local was focused on the 
South when the boll weevil 
arrived in the US from 
Mexico. This insect pest 
started to attack the cotton 
fields of Texas, wiping out 
crops and threatening the 
economy of the state.



Dr. Seaman A. Knapp

• In 1902 Dr. Seaman A.  Knapp was hired by the 
federal government to demonstrate ways to combat 
the boll weevil, first in Texas and then in other states.

• Dr. Knapp built a network of state and county agents 
all across the rural USA.



Farm Demonstration 
Work 

The men and women of 
the Farm Demonstration 
Work Programs found 
that farmers and their 
families were eager to 
improve their farms and 
their lives by making the 
most of what they had 
and by applying science 
to the soil.



Cassius Rex Hudson

• C. R. Hudson was born in Randolph County, Alabama 
on April 22, 1871.

• He graduated from Alabama Polytechnic Institute 
and taught at an agricultural school before moving to 
North Carolina to become the first State Agent for 
Farm Demonstration in 1907.



Alabama Polytechnic 
Institute

Pictured here is the Chemistry Building 
as it appeared in 1906.



Farm Demonstration 
Work Was Hands On

By 1914 Mr. Hudson was conducting 
farm demonstration work in 30 North 
Carolina counties.

This work served to improve the quality 
of the soil and increase yields of 
produce dramatically.



Mr. Hudson worked closely with Mr. I. O. Schaub (Left)  of the 4-H Clubs and Mrs. Jane McKimmon
(Right), the first State Agent for Home Demonstration Work with Women and Girls.

Mr. Hudson contributed many songs to be sung at 4-H camps. “Carolina, Carolina!” and the “4-H Live 
at Home Song” are two wonderful examples (see next 2 slides).







Josephine Scott

• Josephine Scott was born on October 23, 1883 on a 
farm in Alamance County, North Carolina.

• She was the first of 14 children of Robert W. Scott 
and his wife Elizabeth Hughes Scott.

• Josephine’s parents encouraged their children to get 
an education and to use their skills and energy to give 
back to their communities.



The Girl Who Rang the 
Bell
Josephine Scott was a student 
at the State Normal and 
Industrial School in 
Greensboro, North Carolina 
(now the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro) in 
1904 when her dormitory 
building caught fire in the 
early morning hours of 
January 21. Josephine ran 
outside and proceeded to ring 
a large bell located nearby.
She continued to ring the bell 
until all of the students had 
fled to safety.



Margaret Kerr Scott

• Margaret Kerr Scott was born on April 24, 1891. She 
was a younger sister of Josephine Scott.

• Margaret attended the State Normal and Industrial 
School in Greensboro (now UNC-G).



Margaret Scott

• Margaret Scott became the first Home 
Demonstration Agent in Alamance County.

• At 23 years of age, she was the youngest 
agent in the service.

• She was an expert in canning fruits and 
vegetables.

• Under her leadership the first moving 
picture of Home Demonstration work in the 
United States was made.



Wedding Bells
Josephine Scott met her 
future husband, Cassius Rex 
Hudson, while lecturing on a 
Farm Institute train tour.

The train tours were an early 
teaching device used by the 
Extension Service to reach 
farmers living in remote 
areas.
During their courtship, 
Josephine and C.R. exchanged 
hundreds of letters.



Josephine and C.R. were married on June 1, 1911. The ceremony took 
place at her family home under the shelter of a ”bride-and-groom” tree, 
a maple, planted after Josephine’s parents married in 1883.



Honeymoon Trip

After a honeymoon trip 
up north, Josephine and 
C.R. settled in Raleigh 
and started their family.



They Started A Family
By 1913, the Hudsons
had three sons (left to 
right):
Cassius Rex
Robert Scott
Seaman Knapp

Frances, their only 
daughter, was born 
seven years later in 
1920.



Mrs. Hudson Wins 
National Prize
• In 1917 Josephine Scott Hudson won the prize 
offered by the National Food Garden Emergency 
Commission for her display of canned vegetables at 
the North Carolina State Fair.

• Mrs. Hudson grew much produce as part of the 
World War I effort, including:

• Lettuce, collards, cabbages, onions, radishes, kale, 
spinach, parsley, turnips, oats, clover, plus many fruits.



SS CASSIUS HUDSON LAUNCHED

Mr. L. R. Harrell, leader of the 4-H Clubs of 
North Carolina, proposed that a Liberty Ship 
be named for C. R. Hudson, who passed away 
in 1940.

Almost one hundred thousand signatures 
were collected in support of this honor.

It was fitting that a ship bringing life giving 
supplies to soldiers be named for a man who 
devoted himself to making the soil bear 
more abundantly.

Mrs. Hudson and her family were invited to 
the launch.



SS CASSIUS HUDSON
The SS CASSIUS HUDSON was one 
of more than 2700 Liberty Ships 
built in the United States during 
World War II.

The SS CASSIUS HUDSON was built 
by J. A. Jones Construction at their 
shipyard in Georgia.

These ships, nicknamed “ugly 
ducklings” were based on a simple 
design and yet could be built at 
astonishing speed due to two 
innovations brought together in 
their construction: modular design, 
in which parts built separately are 
brought together, and welding 
instead of the usual and laborious 
method of shipbuilding, riveting.



A Ship Is Launched

Josephine and her family 
attended the launch of 
the SS CASSIUS HUDSON 
on August 30, 1944.



SS CASSIUS HUDSON LAUNCHED

Frances Hudson, then a 
student at Peace Institute in 
Raleigh, North Carolina, was 
given the honor of christening 
the ship named for her father.



Josephine and Her 
Children



Mrs. Hudson’s Boarding 
House
Josephine Scott Hudson outlived 
her husband by thirty-eight years.

She ran a successful boarding house 
in a large frame house on 
Hillsborough Street in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

As she grew older, her son Rex, Jr. 
and his wife helped her run the 
business.

The house, no longer in existence, 
was directly across the street from 
the campus of North Carolina State 
University.



Items from Mrs. Hudson’s Boarding House

Engraved Fork Water Pitcher



Honored for her bravery

In 1969 Josephine Scott Hudson was 
invited back to her alma mater, now 
known as the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro for Founder’s 
Day.

Josephine was honored for her bravery 
during the dormitory fire of 1904 in 
which she help to save the lives of her 
fellow students.

(Left: Josephine Scott Hudson, 

(Right: Jessie Rae Scott)



Josephine was known for 
her cooking.

Josephine kept in close contact with 
her family, attending many events 
over the years.

She contributed some of her 
favorite recipes to the Scott Family 
Cookbook.



Never Too Old To Learn

Josephine kept busy in later 
years and even had time to 
learn how to paint.

One of her subjects was her 
late brother Kerr, former 
Governor of North Carolina 
and United State Senator.



Outstanding Citizen

On her 89th birthday, Mrs. Hudson 
was named an Outstanding Senior 
Citizen of 1972 at the North 
Carolina State Fair.

Jim Graham, Commissioner of 
Agriculture made the presentations.



Scott Family Reunion

Josephine Scott Hudson (circled) 
attends a family reunion at the 
Governor’s Mansion.

Her nephew, Robert W. Scott, was 
Governor of North Carolina from 1969-
1973.



Mrs. Hudson Provides Link to 
Past

• In 1977, the year before she died,  Josephine 
Hudson was interviewed for “extension news,” a 
publication of North Carolina State University:

• Mrs. Hudson speaks with pride of her family’s 
associations with Extension.
• “My brother Kerr always said that Mr. Hudson 
was the most knowledgeable agricultural man he 
ever met,” she said.
• “The Scotts were always stewing in something,” 
Mrs. Hudson said.
• “Their public spirit started with my mother and 
father, and some say it started with my grandfather. 
My father (Robert W. Scott) was a trustee of the 
college (N. C. State) for 35 years. They named the 
poultry building after him and he didn’t know one 
chicken from another. Women looked after the 
chickens in his day.”
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